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1. Site Description 
 
This site is located on Throop Road, in the Throop area of Bournemouth. The site is adjacent 
to the River Stour. The site consists of several farm buildings including barns and a 
farmhouse and outbuilding, set within a large farmyard. The farmyard contains a pond and 
areas of hard standing with a few small grassy areas. The farmyard is surrounded by 
paddocks and grazing fields, separated by hedgerows. The land is adjacent to the River 
Stour and includes parts of the emergent vegetation. There are many mature trees in the 
fields and hedgerows. 
 
The farm buildings are constructed from a range of materials including brick and concrete 
blocks. Some of the modern barns have metal and wooden beams. The roofs of the buildings 
are made from materials including slate, plastic, metal and asbestos and are mostly pitched. 
Some of the buildings have weather boarding on the outside while others are partly covered 
in ivy (Hedera helix). 
 
The farmland could be described as improved due to its species composition. Horses and 
cattle have tightly grazed the grass on the fields and paddocks. The hedges have received 
little management, with some being replaced by fencing. There is a small ditch at the rear of 
the farmyard that has become mostly filled in. 
 
The plan for the site is to demolish some of the existing buildings and build replacement farm 
buildings along with an outdoor learning and interpretation centre. 



 



 
2. Brief 
 
To undertake a Basic Species Assessment for the feasibility study of land and buildings at 
Hicks farm, Throop, in order to inform the clients about any potential issues associated with 
protected species and habitats. 
 
 
3. Methodology 
 
The entire site was surveyed for protected species, and for the potential for protected 
species. Habitat features of interest were also noted. Species looked for included:  
 
Bats: Any buildings due to be demolished or converted as part of the proposed 
development, were surveyed for bats and their potential for bats. Any trees due to be 
removed were also assessed, as was the surrounding habitat. 
 
Breeding birds: Any habitat features, for example, scrub and trees, which could potentially 
be used by nesting birds, were surveyed and any nesting activity within the buildings was 
noted. 
 
Reptiles (Principally Slow Worms & Common Lizards): Habitat features that could be 
suitable as hibernacula or feeding/resting areas were noted. 
 
Amphibians: Any ponds or wetland areas were noted as potential breeding sites for Great 
Crested Newts. 
 
Badgers: Any area that could be used for feeding or could potentially contain a Badger sett 
was surveyed and any signs noted. 
 
Habitat: All areas of semi-natural habitat were also surveyed and any features of interest 
noted. Consideration was also given to the potential of this area to act as a wildlife corridor. 
Other species of interest (EG, Stag Beetles) found during this survey were also noted.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4. Results and Conclusions 
 
Building Suitability for Bats and Birds:  
Building 1 
This barn is built from brick on three sides, with wooden cladding on the open fronted east 
side. It has a metal corrugated pitched roof with wooden beams. There was large amounts of 
bird faecal splashing on the beams in the barn. Large amounts of pigeon feathers were found 
throughout the space and an old pigeon nest was discovered on top of one of the inner walls. 
A pigeon was seen emerging from the barn also. It was concluded that the barn had been 
use for a long time as a roosting site for pigeons. No signs of barn owls were found in the 
space. 
 
The building was thought to be unsuitable for roosting bats as it was too open and light. 
There were some small crevices between beams that could not be searched as they were 
out of reach. The barn could be used for feeding by bats or for perching but no feeding 
remains were found. 

 
 
Building 2 
This barn is brick built with a pitched asbestos roof. It has windows and doors. The barn is 
covered in Ivy to the southern side. There were spaces for access for bats through broken 
windows, the eaves, apex of the building and through spaces under the ridge tiles. Access 
could not be gained to the building but demolition is not proposed so further survey was not 
required at this stage. 

 
 
Building 2B 
This stable is built from concrete blocks. It has a plastic corrugated roof with wooden beams 
on the inside. This could be used as a potential perching or feeding site by bats but no 
evidence was found inside. The building has low potential for roosting bats as it is too open 
and draughty. 

 



Building 3-4 
These barns are of modern construction made from metal and wood. The pitched roofs are 
made from corrugated metal, plastic and asbestos. These buildings have low potential for 
roosting bats due to their open nature. They could be used by perching or feeding bats but 
no evidence was found. 

     
 
Building 5 
This barn is of modern construction. It has wooden and metal beams with a pitched 
corrugated metal roof. The barn has plastic, asbestos and wooden sides. Large amounts of 
bird faeces and pigeon feathers were found inside and it was concluded that the building was 
used by roosting pigeons. The east side of the barn was covered in ivy, which provides good 
cover for roosting and nesting birds but no nests were found. The building has low potential 
for roosting bats due to its open draughty nature. There were some crevices between beams 
that could be used by crevice seeking bats but no evidence could be found after a search 
using a torch, ladder and binoculars. 

 
 
Building 6 
The farmhouse is made from brick with a slate pitched roof. It is three storey with a first and 
second floor and attic. There were some areas of loose lead flashing. Access was not gained 
into the farmhouse at the time of survey but the building is not proposed for demolition so 
further survey was not required at this stage. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Building 7 
The farm outhouse is constructed from brick with a slate roof. This is separate from the 
house itself. There is no attic section and no lining between the tiles and interior. Access is 
possible for bats under the eaves and via the ridge tiles but no signs were discovered at the 
time of survey.  
 
An old swallows (Hirundo rustica) nest was discovered beneath the roof of the building. The 
building is not proposed for demolition. 

 
 
Building 8 
This barn is brick sided with a metal corrugated pitched roof. There is a large section of ivy to 
the south side. This building is not due to be demolished. 

 
 
Building 9 
This barn is brick sided with a metal corrugated roof. It has had several extensions over the 
years. There are signs that swallows have nested on the inside as well as other 
unidentifiable nests. There are signs that birds have been using the rear wall of this building 
for nutrients. 
 
The barn has low potential for roosting bats due to its open nature, however it could be used 
by perching or feeding bats but no evidence was found at the time of survey. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Building 10 
This is a wooden framed barn with a pitched slate roof. It has brick sides with weather 
boarding. There are signs that swallows have nested in the past. The building has low 
potential for roosting bats due to its open nature although it could be used by perching or 
feeding bats but no evidence was found at the time of survey. 
 
 
The exterior of all the buildings were also surveyed but no evidence of bat activity was found. 
There are features that could be used by bats, for example, under the soffits and lead 
flashing, but no signs were present to indicate that these had been used in the recent past. 
 
There are several mature trees around the site that could be used by bats for roosting. If any 
of these trees are to be removed as part of the development, they should first be checked by 
an experienced ecologist to make sure that no bats are present. 
 
 
Breeding birds: Although no evidence of breeding birds was seen at the time of survey, 
there are many features on site that could be used for this purpose. Whilst on site, a Wren, 
Blue Tit, Great Tit, Crow, Rook, Magpie, Blackbird, Pied Wagtail and Wood Pigeon were all 
heard calling or seen and these could well nest in the shrubs, trees and buildings on site 
during the bird nesting season (March – August). Wren, Kingfisher, Mallard, Coot, Moorhen, 
Swan, Gull, Grey Wagtail, Heron were all seen on or near the river. Some Moorhen were 
seen on the pond on site also. Birds have been pecking at the rear of building no.9, either for 
the invertebrates present or for the nutrients contained in the masonary. 

 
 
 
Reptiles: The main lawn area of the garden is unsuitable for use by reptiles, being kept cut 
short. The areas of hard standing are also unsuitable for reptiles. There is a grassy area to 
the east of building 8, which has piles of rubble and logs that could be suitable for reptiles. 
This area is fairly isolated so it is only a low possibility. The area surrounding the pond has a 
high potential for reptiles and as this adjoins areas of grassland it makes it even more 
suitable. A brief inspection of these areas did not reveal any animals however at this time of 
year, activity would be at a minimum anyway. The paddocks and fields surrounding the 
farmyard are mostly unsuitable for reptiles as the sward is kept short, however there are 
some suitable areas adjacent to hedges and ditch to the south of the farmyard. The area 
beside the river is suitable also but this is outside the area of development. The most likely 
reptiles to be found would be slow worm and grass snake. 
 

     
East of building no.8                          Rubble behind building no.4, near pond 



Amphibians: The pond on site could be used as a potential Great Crested Newt breeding 
area. The surrounding habitat has all the features that could be used by the newts when not 
breeding, for feeding and hibernation. Further survey and research would be needed to 
determine whether the pond is suitable for Great Crested Newts. 

 
 
 
Badgers: No evidence was found to suggest that Badgers use this site. There are areas 
surrounding the farmyard within the boundary of the site that could be utilised by badgers 
although after a brief search no signs were found. If the open nature of the farmyard is 
maintained then access to any badgers in the area would not be restricted. 
 
 
Water Voles and Otter: The area of river adjacent to the boundary of the Hicks farm site is 
frequented and used by Otters and Water Voles. There is the potential that Water Voles are 
using the pond on site for feeding but this is low due to the distance of the pond from the 
main river. It is not suspected that the pond has enough fish to encourage a feeding Otter to 
it. The ditch at the rear of the farmyard is closer to the main river so it has medium potential 
for Water Voles, however it is overgrown along most of it and no holes or signs of the 
mammal were found.  

     
Ditch in tree line at rear of farmhouse      Tributary off main river course to rear of farmhouse 
 
Habitats: The grassland within the development site and the surrounding paddocks and 
fields contain species including Yorkshire Fog (Holcus lanatus), clover (Trifolium sp), yarrow 
(Achillea millefolium), ragwort (Senecio jacobaea), dock (Rumex sp), ribwort plantain 
(Plantago lanceolata) , daisy (Bellis perennis), goat’s beard (Tragopogon pratensis), nettles 
(Urtica dioica), buttercup (Ranunculus sp), burdock (Arctium sp), dandelion (Taraxacum 
officinale), pineappleweed (Matricaria matricarioides), teasel (Dipsacus fullonum), bramble 
(Rubus fruticosus), dog rose (Rosa canina), thistle (Cirsium sp). 
 
Areas adjacent to the pond and ditch contain species including hawthorn (crataegus 
monogyna), willow (Salix sp), ash (Fraxinus excelsior), thistle (Cirsium sp), nettle (Urtica 
dioica), bindweed (Calystegia sepium), forget-me-knot (Myosotis sp), mint (Mentha sp)and 
teasel (Dipsacus fullonum).  
 
There are several mature trees around the site. These contain several species of mosses 
and lichens that are of interest and would require further survey if they were to be removed. 



     
Paddock to rear of farmhouse           Trees to rear of house 
 
5. Legislation (summary) 
 
All species of bat, slow worms, common lizards and great crested newt are protected by the 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). According to this act, it is an offence to: 
 

• Deliberately capture, kill or injure one of these animals 

• Deliberately damage, destroy or obstruct access to any structure or place used by 
one of these animals for shelter or protection 

• Deliberately disturb an animal whilst it is using this place 
 
Under this act is also illegal to disturb nesting birds or damage or destroy an active nest. 
 
All species of bat and great crested newt are also European Protected Species. They have 
added protection under the Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 1994, which 
implements the EC Directive 92/43/EEC in the United Kingdom. In accordance with this act, 
it is an offence to: 

 

• Deliberately capture or kill a European Protected Species 

• Deliberately disturb any such animal 

• Damage or destroy a breeding site or resting place of such an animal 
 
Badgers are protected by the Protection of Badgers Act 1992. In accordance with this act, it 
is an offence to: 
 

• Take, injure or kill  a Badger 

• Commit cruelty towards a Badger 

• Interfere with a Badger sett 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6. Recommendations 
  

• No evidence of bats or bat activity was found in any of the buildings due to be 
demolished on site during this survey. Care should be taken when removing the roofs of 
all the buildings, however, as bats may be present between beams and other concealed 
area. As an extra precaution, demolition work should, where possible, be done during the 
winter months, to avoid the bats main active season. This will also avoid the bird nesting 
season as some of the buildings due to be demolished have been previous bird nesting 
sites 

 

• If any evidence of bats or bat activity is found during demolition work, work must stop 
immediately and Natural England must be informed. The telephone number for Natural 
England in Dorset is 01929 557450.  

 

• The developers of the site should build bat friendly features into the new properties. Bat 
tiles and bat bricks are not expensive and provide access without disturbance to human 
activity. Also, by raising the ridge tiles, or leaving gaps in the mortar, this will allow bats 
access into the ridge cavity and will have no impact upon the human inhabitants. Bat 
roosts can be built into the new stores, farm buildings and shops on site in the form of 
lofts. Access can then be created in the ways mentioned above. 

 

• The developers of the site should build bird friendly features into the new properties. This 
could be in the form of bird boxes for the different diversity of bird species found on the 
site during the survey. 

  

• No scrub clearance work must be undertaken on site during the bird nesting season (1st 
March – 31st August). All buildings due to be demolished as part of the proposed 
development must also be checked for nesting birds before demolition work begins. If 
nesting birds are found, work must stop until all of the young have fledged. 

 

• It is likely that a small number of reptiles, such as Slow Worms, use certain features and 
areas around the site. It is our recommendation that these features be removed by hand 
as soon as possible. Any animals found during this clearance work should then be 
removed to a suitable habitat off site. It is also important to maintain the grassland on site 
at a short length, in order to make this habitat unsuitable for reptiles.   

 

• The habitat on site is not particularly interesting from a botanical point of view however it 
does have value for wildlife. The developers should also consider building wildlife-friendly 
features into the new development. The hedges should be retained and where necessary, 
planted with native species. The trees on site should be retained.  

 
• The pond on site should be retained. Before any work is done on it, a survey should be 

carried out in the area to see if Great Crested Newts are using it. The pond does require 
attention to make it more suitable for wildlife. The vegetation around it and in it could be 
managed to increase its diversity. This area would need to be marked off with high 
visibility tape before any work begins on site to ensure the pond is not damaged by heavy 
machinery during the development. 

 

• The ditch or drain to the rear of the farmyard has become filled in over the years. This 
would require some work to clear it out. A water vole survey should be carried out first to 
see if it is being used by this mammal. The Environment Agency may need to be 
contacted first if work is to be done that will effect a water course.  


